
 FIRE          FACTS 
The theme for Fire Prevention Month 2007 
is home fire escape planning and practice. 
 

Only 23% of households have actually developed and 
practiced a home fire escape plan. 

 

 
Make your home fire 
escape plan 
Draw a simple floor plan of your 
home showing all exits, including 
windows.  Sit down with everyone 
in your home, talk about the two 
best ways to get out of each 
room, and mark those exits on 
your plan.  Make sure all exits are 
clear.  If you have security bars, 
make sure they have quick-
release devices on the inside.  
Decide on a safe meeting place 
outside the home where everyone 
will gather after they have es-
caped a fire.   Make sure every-
one knows the sound of the 
smoke alarm and when it sounds 
to get out and stay out. 

Now practice it 
Send everyone to his or her 
bedroom and sound the 
smoke alarm.  Go directly to 
your meeting place and make 
sure everyone has escaped.  
Close off some exits and pre-
tend they’re blocked by smoke 
or flame.  In a real fire, call 
911 from a neighbor’s or a 
mobile phone only after you 
have left the building. 
 

In a real fire, you must move 
quickly, carefully, and 
calmly. 
 

Residential sprinklers 
Consider installing an auto-
matic sprinkler system in your 
home.  Sprinkler systems are 
set off by high heat, not cook-
ing fumes, and they spray wa-
ter only on the area immedi-
ately below them. 

Keeping Time 
 

In the United States, in 
2005 
 
♦ A fire department re-

sponded to a fire every 
20 seconds. 

 
♦ An outdoor fire was re-

ported every 39 seconds 
 
♦ One home fire was re-

ported every 83 seconds. 
 
♦ A structure fire was re-

ported every 62 seconds. 
 
♦ One civilian was injured 

in a fire every 29 minutes. 
 
♦ One civilian died in a fire 

every 2 hours and 23 
minutes. 

  Hillsboro Fire Department 
  240 S First Avenue 
  Hillsboro, OR  97123 
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It’s Fire Prevention Month — Practice Your Fire Escape Plan! 
Fire Prevention Month commemorates the Great Chicago Fire of October  8-9, 
1871.  The landmark disaster raged for several days and killed more that 250 people, 
left 100,000 more homeless, and destroyed more than 17,000 buildings. 
 
Each October, the Hillsboro Fire Department sponsors a fire prevention campaign.  
The theme for Fire Prevention Month 2007 focuses on how to plan and practice  
escape from your home in case of fire. 

U.S. Fire Facts 
♦ The leading causes of home 

fires are cooking (which leads 
to the most fires and the most 
injuries), smoking (which leads 
to the most deaths), heating, 
electrical equipment, and inten-
tionally set fires. 

♦ In 2005, U.S. fire departments 
responded to 1.6 million fires—
24% were home fires. 

♦ In 2005, home fires killed 3,050 
people, 

♦ In 2005, 13,300 fire injuries from 
home fires (not including fire 
fighter injuries) were reported to 
U.S. fire departments. 

♦ As of 2004, 96% of all homes 
(with telephones) have at least 
one smoke alarm. 



Facts  about  the  leading  ca

• When you cook, wear cloth-
ing with tight-fitting sleeves. 

• Allow food cooked in a mi-
crowave oven to cool for a 
minute or more before you 
remove it from the oven and 
use an oven mitt. 

• Open microwaved food 
slowly.  Hot steam escaping 
from the container can cause 
painful burns.  Let food cool 
before eating. 

  Heating Safety Tips 

Home heating fires peak during    
months December, January,  
and  February. 

• Keep space heaters at least 
3 feet from people and from 
anything that can burn, such 
as curtains and bedding. 

Heating Tips (con’t) 
• Turn space 

heaters off 
when you go to 
bed or leave the 
room. 

Outdoor Safety Tips 
• Keep trash from collecting on 

your property. 

• Give burn barrels and BBQs a 
3 feet safety zone. 

• Remove dead branches that 
could be used as a fuel 
source. 

• Store flammable liquids in a 

locked shed or detached ga-

rage 

• If your child or a child you 

know displays fire-starting be-

havior, call Hillsboro 

Fire Depart-

ment for 

help. 

• Do not 

hesitate to report a child who 

starts fires to his or her par-

ents and to authorities. Call 

Hillsboro Fire Department, 

503-681-6166. 

Cooking—the leading cause of home fires and injuries. 

Safety Tips  
• Pay attention to your cook-

ing.  “Stand by your pan” 
when frying, grilling, or 
broiling food. 

• If you must leave the room, 
even for a short period of 
time, turn off the stove. 

• When you are simmering, 
baking, boiling, or roasting 
food, check it regularly, 
stay in the home, and use 
a timer to remind you. 

• If you have young children, 
use the stove’s back burn-
ers whenever possible. 

• Keep children and pets at 
least 3 feet away from the 
stove. 

 

Cooking equipment is involved in more than 10,000 re-
ported home fires each year, and most of those involve the 
kitchen stovetop.  Most cooking fires occur because of un-
attended cooking. 

 

auses  of  fires  in  the  home 
 Candles 
A candle is an open flame.  It can 

easily ignite combustibles nearby.  

Candles caused 4% of the home 

fires in 2000-2004, 7% of the asso-

ciated deaths and 12% of the asso-

ciated injuries.  More than half 

started when something that could 

burn was too close to the candle.  

An earlier study found that candles 

used for light caused one-third of 

the fatal candle 

fires. 

 

Safety Tips 

• Extinguish 

candles 

when you leave the room or go 

to bed. 

• Use flashlights, not lit candles, 

during power outages. 

• Keep candles at least 1 foot 

away from things that can burn, 

like curtains, paper and bedding. 

• Never leave a child unattended 

in a room with a lit candle.  

 

Smoking 

Smoking materials (cigarettes, 
cigars, pipes, etc) are the lead-
ing cause of fire deaths in the 
United States. The most com-
mon things first ignited in 
home fires caused by smoking 
materials are mattresses, bed-
ding, upholster furniture, and 
trash.  

Safety Tips 

• If you have smokers in your 
home—watch them when 
they smoke. 

• Designate a smoking area 
outside your home that is 
free of things that can burn 
like decking, barkdust, etc. 

• Provide smokers with 
deep, sturdy ashtrays. 

• Keep smoking materials 
away from anything that 
can burn. 

• Choose fire-safe cigarettes 
- It’s the law in Oregon! 

 
 

Smoke Alarms Save 
Lives                             
Smoke alarms will nearly 

double your chances of sur-

viving a fire; only if they 

work!  

Safety Tips 
• Install smoke alarms in 

every sleeping room, out-

side each sleeping area 

and on every level of the 

home.  

• Test you smoke 

alarms at least 

once a month. 

• Clean you 

smoke alarms 

with the vac-

uum soft 

brush attach-

ment at least twice a 

year. 

• Replace any smoke 

alarm that is more than 

10 years old. 

 

 


	   FIRE     FACTS

	Cooking—the leading cause of home fires and injuries.



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



